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Rationale Methods

* One of the key issues in language processing is how Participants . Subject Relative Clause: Similar (vs. Dissimilar) segmented by region/by clause boundary
concepts in sentence are combined and integrated to i

give meanings. The similarity-based interference theories
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* Thirty-six Chinese college students (30 female and 6

of sentence processing (Gordon et al., 2002; Gordon et male, mean age=19.50, SD=2.14) were recruited for The / Richard / that / introduced / John(Julia) / got / an emergency call / from the court / yesterday.
al., 2006; Van Dyke & McElree, 2006, 2011; Acheson & this study. It took participants about 20 minutes to = ~~ - ~ A~ ~ - ~
MacDonald, 2011) predicted that the similarity (either complete the experiment. 0 1 1+1 1+2 0 2

semantic or phonological) between the to-be-integrated Object Relative Clause: Similar (vs. Dissimilar)

Materials & Design

concepts in sentence could be responsible for ( )X 2 . - 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
impoverished comprehension in complex sentence * 2(Syntax: ORCs, SRCs) X 2(Pragmatics: Similar, N ' | .\ ' ' ' ' |
understanding (obiect relative clauses or ORCs vs, subject Dissimilar) within-subject design. Ihe / Richard / that / John(Julla)l Introduced / got / an emergency call / from the courtiyesterda)ﬁ
relative clauses or SRCs in E”g“5h)-1 | * Forty target sentences were counterbalanced across 0 1 141 142 0 2
* Using both Chinese ORCs and SRCs”, this study 4 conditions, resulting in 4 stimulus lists and ' (Chinese Versions)
manipulated the pragmatic similarity of the to-be- . . :
participants were randomly assigned to one of the 1 5 3 A 5 6 7 3 9

integrated concepts in sentence (i.e., both concepts are
same-gender vs. different-gender proper names), to

: : . | | | |
four lists. There were 40 extra sentences as fillers. na gé / yin jian / yang jié (yang jing) / de / gao féng / zud tian / jié dao le / f3 yuan de / jin ji dian hua.
-

. . : ~" ~" ~ . o j o e et ]
investigate beyond semantics and phono]ogy’ whether Procedure ) L 141 140 ) , (BN S1H /407N (3088) /B0 S & [RE R 1ER T A/ E 2 1R, )
similarity-based interference theories of language - Participants read sentences in a self-paced moving 1 7 3 4 5 6 v 3 9

[ ] e [ ] L] | | | | |
processing could be extended to online Integration of na ge / yang jié (yang jing) / yin jian / de / gao féng / zué tian / jie dao le / fa yuan de / jin ji dian hua.
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pragmatic information in complex language structure .. . . T ~— N a3 22 - BT SRR )
. question immediately after reading each sentence. 0 | 141 142 0 y PRTAREARVEIT/O/BIR/MASEE T AR RR R, )
understanding. ;
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